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Social Studies Literacy Elements for Grades 6 
 

A. Distinguish between past, present, and future time. 
F. Ask geographic questions: Where is it located? Why is it there? What is significant 

about its location? How is its locations related to that of the other people, places, and 
environments? 

K. Use texts, photographs, and documents to observe and interpret social studies trends 
and relationships. 

L. Interpret calendars, time lines, maps, charts, tables, graphs, flow charts, diagrams, 
documents, letters, censuses, and other artifacts. 

 
 

Social Studies Standards for Grade 6 
 
6-1.3 Use maps, globes, and models in explaining the role of the natural environment in 

shaping early civilizations, including the role of the river systems of the Nile (Egyptian), 
Tigris-Euphrates (Sumerian, Babylonian, Phoenician), Huang He (Chinese), and Indus 
(Harappan); the relationship of landforms, climate, and natural resources to trade and 
other economic activities and trade; and the ways that different human communities 
adapted to the environment. (G, H, E) 

 
6-1.4 Compare the cultural, social, and political features and contributions of civilizations in 

the Tigris and Euphrates, Nile, Indus, and Huang He river valleys, including the 
evolution of language and writing systems, architecture, religious traditions, and forms 
of social order, the division or specialization of labor, and the development of different 
forms of government. (H, P, E, G) 

 
6-1.5 Explain the role of economics n the development of early civilizations, including the 

significance and geography of trade networks and the agriculture techniques that 
allowed for an economic surplus and the emergence of city centers. (E, G, H) 

 


