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South Carolina Notables 
 

Social Studies Literacy Elements for Grades 2-8 
 

A. Distinguish between past, present, and future time. 
B. Establish chronological order in constructing one’s own historical narratives. 
E.  Explain change and continuity over time. 
F. Ask geographic questions: Where is it located? Why is it there? What is significant 

about its location? How is its locations related to that of the other people, places, and 
environments? 

K. Use texts, photographs, and documents to observe and interpret social studies trends 
and relationships. 

L. Interpret calendars, time lines, maps, charts, tables, graphs, flow charts, diagrams, 
documents, letters, censuses, and other artifacts. 

O. Consider multiple perspectives of documents and stories. 
 
Social Studies Academic Standards for Grade 2 
 
2-1.3 Summarize the cultural contributions of Native American nations, African Americans, and 
immigrant groups in different regions of America. (G, H) 
 
Social Studies Academic Standards for Grade 3 
 
3-2.1 Explain the motives behind the exploration of South Carolina by the English, the 

Spanish, and the French, including the idea of “for king and country.” (G, P, E, H) 
 
3-2.4 Compare the culture, governance, and geographic location of different Native American 

nations in South Carolina, including the three principal nations-Cherokee, Catawba, and 
Yemassee-that influenced the development of colonial South Carolina. (H, G, P, E) 

 
3-2.5 Summarize the impact that the European colonization of South Carolina had on Native 

Americans, including conflicts between settlers and Native Americans. (H, G) 
 
3-2.6    Summarize the contributions of settlers in South Carolina under the Lords Proprietors  

and the Royal colonial government, including the English from Barbados and the other 
groups who made up the diverse European population of early South Carolina. (H, G) 
 

3-2.7    Explain the transfer of the institution of slavery into South Carolina from the West 
Indies, including the slave trade and the role of African Americans in the developing 
plantation economy; the daily lives of African American slaves and their contributions 
to South Carolina, such as the Gullah culture and the introduction of new foods; and 
African American acts of resistance against white authority. (H, E, P, G) 
 



3-3.1 Analyze the causes of the American Revolution-including Britain’s passage of the Tea 
Act, the Intolerable Acts, the rebellion of the colonists, and the Declaration of 
Independence-and South Carolina’s role in these events. (H, P, E) 

 
3-3.2 Summarize the key conflicts and key leaders of the American Revolution in South 

Carolina and their effects on the state, including the occupations of Charleston by the 
British; the partisan warfare of Thomas Sumter, Andrew Pickens, and Francis Marion; 
and the battles of Cowpens and Kings Mountain. (H, P, G) 

 
3-4.1 Compare the conditions of daily life for various classes of people in South Carolina, 

including the elite, the middle class, the lower class, the independent farmers, and the 
free and enslaved African Americans.  (H, E) 

 
3-4.2 Summarize the institution of slavery prior to the Civil War, including reference to 

conditions in South Carolina, the invention of the cotton gin, subsequent expansion of 
slavery, and economic dependence on slavery. (H, E, P) 

 
3-4.3 Explain the reasons for South Carolina’s secession from the Union, including the 

abolitionist movement, states’ rights, and the desire to defend South Carolina’s way of 
life. (H, P, E) 

 
3-4.4 Outline the course of the Civil War and South Carolina’s role in significant events, 

including the Secession Convention, the firing on Fort Sumter, the Union blockade of 
Charleston, and Sherman’s march through South Carolina. (H, G) 

 
3-4.5 Summarize the effects of the Civil War on the daily lives of people of different classes in 

South Carolina, including the lack of food, clothing, and living essentials and the 
continuing race tensions. (H, E) 

 
 
 
Social Studies Academic Standards for Grade 4 
 
4-1.4   Explain the exchange of plant life, animal life, and disease that resulted from exploration 

of the New World, including the introduction of wheat, rice, coffee, horses, pigs, cows, 
and chickens to the Americas; the introduction of corn, potatoes, peanuts, and squash to 
Europe; and the effects of such diseases as diphtheria, measles, smallpox, and malaria on 
Native Americans. (G, H, E) 

 
4-2.2 Compare the everyday life, physical environment, and culture of the major Native 

American cultural groupings, including Eastern Woodlands, Southeastern, Plains, 
Southwestern, and Pacific Northwestern. (G, H) 

 
4-2.3 Identify the English, Spanish, and French colonies in North America and summarize the 

motivations for the settlement of these colonies, including freedom of worship, and 
economic opportunity. (H, G, E) 
 
 



4-2.5 Summarize the introduction and establishment of slavery in the American colonies,  
including the role of the slave trade; the nature of the Middle Passage; and the types of 
goods-rice, indigo, sugar, tobacco, and rum, for example-that were exchanged among 
the West Indies, Europe, and the Americas. (E, H, G, P) 

 
4-2.6   Explain the impact of indentured servitude and slavery on life in the New World and the 

contributions of African slaves to the development of the American colonies, including 
farming techniques, cooking styles, and languages. (H, E) 
 

4-3.1 Explain the political and economic factors leading to the American Revolution, 
including the French and Indian War; British colonial policies such as the Stamp Act, 
the Tea Act, and the so-called Intolerable Acts; and the American colonists’ early 
resistance through boycotts, congresses, and petitions. (E, P, H) 

 
4-3.2 Summarize the roles of principal American, British, and European leaders involved in 

the conflict, including King George III, George Washington, Benjamin Franklin, 
Thomas Jefferson, John Adams, Thomas Paine, Patrick Henry, and the Marquis de 
Lafayette. (H, P) 

 
4-6.3 Explain how specific events and issues led to the Civil War, including sectionalism 

fueled by issues of slavery in the territories, states’ rights, the election of 1860, and 
secession. (H, G, E) 

 
4-6.4 Summarize significant key battles, strategies, and turning points of the Civil War-

including the battles of Fort Sumter and Gettysburg, the Emancipation Proclamation, 
the significance of the Gettysburg Address, and the surrender at Appomattox- and the 
role of African Americans in the War. (H, G, E) 

 
4-6.6 Explain the impact of the Civil War on the nation, including its effects on the physical 

environment and on the people-soldiers, women, African Americans, and the civilian 
population of the nation as a whole. (H, P, G, E) 

 
 
Social Studies Academic Standards for Grade 8 
 
8-1.1 Summarize the culture, political systems, and daily life of the Native Americans of the 

Eastern Woodlands, including their methods of hunting and farming, their use of 
natural resources and geographic features, and their relationships with other nations. 
(H, G, P) 

 
8-1.3 Summarize the history of European settlement in Carolina from the first attempts to 

settle at San Miguel de Gualdape, Charlesfort, and Albemarle Point to the time of South 
Carolina’s establishment as an economically important British colony, including the 
diverse origins of the settlers, the early government, the importance of the plantation 
system and slavery, and the impact of the natural environment on the development of 
the colony. (H, G, P, E) 

 
 



8-1.4 Explain the growth of the African American population during the colonial period and 
the significance of African Americans in the developing culture (e.g. Gullah) and 
economy of South Carolina, including the origins of African American slaves, the 
growth of the slave trade, the impact of the population imbalance between African and 
European Americans, and the Stono Rebellion and subsequent laws to control the slave 
population. (H, G, P, E) 

 
8-1.6 Explain how South Carolinians used natural, human, and political resources to gain 

economic prosperity, including trade with Barbados, rice planting, Eliza Lucas Pinckney 
and indigo planting, the slave trade, and the practice of mercantilism. (H, G, E) 

 
8-2.1 Explain the interests and roles of South Carolinians in the events leading to the 

American Revolution, including the state’s reactions to the Stamp Act and the Tea Act; 
the role of Christopher Gadsden and the Sons of Liberty; and the role of the four South 
Carolina signers of the Declaration of Independence-Edward Rutledge, Henry 
Middleton, Thomas Lynch Jr., and Thomas Heyward Jr. (H, P, E) 

 
8-2.2 Compare the perspectives and roles of different South Carolinians during the American 

Revolution, including those of political leaders, soldiers, partisans, Patriots, 
Tories/Loyalists, women, African Americans, and Native Americans. (H, G, P, E) 

 
8-2.3 Summarize the course and key conflicts of the American Revolution in South Carolina 

and its effects on the state, including the attacks on Charleston, the Battle of Camden; 
the partisan warfare of Thomas Sumter, Andrew Pickens, and Francis Marion; the 
Battle of Cowpens; and the Battle of Kings Mountain. (H, G) 

 
8-3.1 Explain the importance of agriculture in antebellum South Carolina, including 

plantation life, slavery, and the impact of the cotton gin. (H, G, E) 
 
8-3.3 Draw conclusions about how sectionalism arose from events or circumstances of racial 

tension, internal population shifts, and political conflicts, including Denmark Vesey plot, 
slave codes, and the African American population majority. (H, P, E) 

 
8-3.5 Compare the military strategies of the North and South with regard to specific events 

and geographic locations in South Carolina, including the capture of Port Royal, the 
Union blockade of Charleston, and Sherman’s march through the state. (H, P, G) 

 
8-3.6 Compare the effects of the Civil War on daily life in South Carolina, including the 

experiences of plantation owners, women, Confederate and Union soldiers, African 
Americans, and children. (H, E) 

 
 


